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A Quaker Respon3® Lent

Growing up in a Quaker community of faith left me relatively ignorant about the “Church Calen-
dar” by which more litugical denominations ganize their year had heard about the practice

of “giving something up for Lent” but had not given it much thought. More rechatiing read

a bit more about Lent, | have come to understand that there is a deep and rich history behind its
observation.

The part of that heritage that draws me is its designation as a time of turning inward, repentance
from sin, reflection on onglifestyle, and sometimes fasting (giving something up). | have been
drawn to these words in Isaiah 58:6-7. “Is this not the fast | choose: to loose the bonds of
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hunaryd bring the homeless poor into your house; when

you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from you own kin?”

| think Lent might be a perfect season to think about a proper response to the large and small
injustices around us in healthcare, insurance, wages, and the distribution of wealth in general.
How should or can we respond to those who are suffering in our prison system, mental health
facilities, and retirement (nursing) homes® what about the far away places, like Darfur or
Kenya? What about the young women who are traded like cattle in the sex slavery industry?
Or what about many of our Hispanic neighbors whose lives and families could be shattered at
any time by efforts to enforce our immigration laws?

Of course, we are already thinking about many of these thivigjse working on a minute

regarding torture, we've just finished a class on immigration issues, and on Easter morning we
are putting together bags of food etc. to be distributed to the beggars we see standing along our
hi-ways. Even so, it seems appropriate to think about these suffering people (not just the issues)
during this season of reflection on Chasgéaching and defing. Sometimes &'easy to fajet

that the intended fruit of that suffering was more than simply forgiveness of sin — it was also to
create a people of God who lived as a new expression of @aqiioses, a people who would

be the visible expression of, not a changed culture, but of a new culture — the Kingdom of God.

Let’s join together this Lenten season in earnest prayer for all the people f@hattbe hands

of greed, lust, treachery of all sorts, feanbition, imperialism, bigotparrogance, and/or

misguided religious zeal. Let God hear our broken hearts as we advocatesiprésetice for

our suffering neighbors. These prayers of lament and compassion can in themselves be trans-
forming and may open us to hear Godisponse in a deeper and more profound Wag is a

fast that would please God during this season and bring us to a closer and more authentic
experience of worship in Spirit amduth.

Stan
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Friends/omens Missionary Fellowship will meet Marchth at
1:00PM at the home of Caroline Sha#&t70 NE Hwy 20.
Faye Pruitt will be giving her testimany
For more information, contaerna Munn: 503-538-5292

EASTER OFFERING

“It's that time again! Time to share in the exciting mission work being done
around the world through Evangelical Friends Mission. Every year at Easter
time, we take part in an international offering of funds to support special
projects sponsored by EFM. This year the special projects are focused in Ire-
land and Mexico in the areas of evangelism, discipleship, kids clubs, youth
ministries, sports outreach, leadership development, and pastoral

training. We'll have our “Easter Offering” coffee cups available soon so that
you can start saving your coins and large bills too toward this special offering.
This is a great chance as families to include your children in the giving and to
get them excited about the global church body.” - The Missions Committee

THE BOUNTIFUL COMMUNITY

I guess | am still reeling with gratitude and surprise at the wonderful generosity shown to us in the last couple of

2007.The fact thawe were dle to caer all our gpenses to the peyis a tribte to the &ithfulness othis bod.

In our devotional time this morning we were reading the chaptgnsnof SalvagiotitledThe Sign of the Bountiful
Comnunity The tgpter describes the themeabindance in the conmunity of those o follow God and hw it was
always connected to theieigeosity faithfulnessand compassionrfthe poor From Genesis todReldaion Gods Hessing
and the jg flowing fom it uns in tandem with the peogplgnepsity | couldrt help lut mention thil sav muah of this
same spirit in theegepsity demonsdted Ly the Noth Valley comnunity.

In December of last year we were faced with the prospect of cutting staff and programs but based on the incre

months of

dsed giving

by some and the fact that some people were beginning to give for the first time, we decided to our vision for minjstry that

was dfirmed in our gherings ér worship and bsiness So ve ended up with audget reflecting a kel of giving @out
equal to lastear lut with an aded amount thanve trust we can aise outside thautget thiough fund-aising pojects The
total of these prjects amounted to $16,000 antuge some obur most alued actities Well be rising funds with
special funaiises for theAll Church Retred, a Childeris Eduction Intem, camp and colge stiolashipsand other
priority pograms Some h& aleaq stated to gie to these pjects

One of the things that came up in the meetings related to supporting our ministries was that people felt like we
waited too long in theegr to encoaige people to be gying dout their leadings to skaheir inancial esouces Our
series in worship on generosity was a source of real encouragement to some who said they wished they would
encouaged edrer in the gar

Sq as pu pry and plandr the use ofpour wealth this gar | want to encowage you to bgin nav to dalleng yursehes
in seeking Gosl'guidance in the contaion of your genepsity Stevardship committee is lookingsmme esouces tha
we might use to leabout financial planning and wtedship

-Stan

l ight have

ave been
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What would happen if Christians devoted the same discipline
and self-sacrifice to nonviolent peacemaking that armies devote to war?

Greetings from New Jersey!

Joel, Espen (our little boy) & | are settling in well back in Princeton, NJ where I'm continuing to work on my Master
of Divinity degree. My classes are going well and Joel and Espen are enjoying getting to spend a lot more time together

| wanted to let you all know about an exciting opportunity | have coming
up. May 27-June 9 | will be going to Israel/Palestine with Christian Peacemaker
Teams (CPT), an ganization that sends peacemakers to conflict areas to work
with local groups and individuals to resist oppression and injustice nonviolently
[ will be going on a preliminary
event called a “Delegation,”
where | go with a group of oth-
ers who are interested in be-
coming involved in CP;Tand
we learn about the situation in
Israel/Palestine and what CPT
is doing to try to help. Joy Ellison\fest Hills Friends Church is currently
serving with CPin Israel/Palestine, as many of you kneal will prob-
ably get to spend time with her! Hopefully the summer of 2009 | will do
CPT's month-long training in nonviolent active resistance, and then | plan
to be a reserve member of
CPT, spending a couple weeks each year at one osGRa@s around the world.

I would greatly appreciate your support, through both prayers and finan-
cial assistanceYou can make tax deductible donations through Néatley
Friends Church by sending checks to: NVFC, 4020 N College St, Newberg,
OR 97132 Write “CPT— Cherice” in the memo line. Or you can donate online
atwww.cpt.og/participate/donatend put my name as the recipieftis Del-
egation costs about $2200 for airfare as well as food and accommodations.

If you would like to hear about my experiences with @RRase join my e-group by goindittp:/groups.google.com/
group/chericecnd clicking on “Apply for group membership,” or send me an enwikgicebock@yahoo.coamd | can
add you directly | would love to have you on this e-group so | can let you know how the trip goes!

If you want to get involved in CPjlourself, of course look around their websitew.cpt.og, or you can contact
me for more informationYou can also learn more about C&Work in Israel/Palestine by visiting Joy Ellisphlog http:/
linpalestine.blogspot.coml’'d like to get a CPT training in Oregon in the summer of 2009, which would require having 10-
15 people, so if you're interested in being a reservist or full timer@#iiberlet me knowWouldn' it be great to have
someone from Northwegearly Meeting on a CPdite at all times?

To me, CPTis a direct response to the criticism that pacifists refuse to go to war dutalanything to prevent it.
Let’s work on stopping the causes of war together through showing€biistin dificult situations.

~Cherice Bock
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MONTHL Y BUSINESS MEETING

Our next monthly business meeting is scheduled
for Wednesda March 12th & 6:45pm. Agenda
items will include; Report from the Preschog
_cI:_ommittee, and Minute of Concern regarding

orture.

SACK LUNCHES FOR THE
HOMELESS

Please join us Easter morning during the
Sunday school hour (9:30am) to make
sack lunches to be given away to home-
less folks or others who could use a meal.

5&0\6 Once again we will be assembling ziploc
e i i
Fof Y es bags with packaged lunch fixings, and
0 ee everyone will be invited to take as many
W bags as thecan gie avay.

Jin us Easter maing r panca&s eggs and moe.
Breakfast will be ready at 8:30am and continue to le
sened until 10:00amlf you ae planning toteend
please RSVP either filing out the drm in the
bulletin and placing it in the basket in the foyer, or
contacting theharch office Alsq thete is a sign up
sheet in the foyer to sign up to bring food, and the
men to sign up to helgHope to seeou thee!

Happy Anniversary to...
11th Scott & Laurie Conant
14th  Keith & Anna Baker
16th Kent & Sally Moore

Happy Birthday to...
1st  Ryan Libby
Adria McKennon
3rd  Hans Schneiter
7th Kiah Harkema
8th  Justice Sandoz
9th Bren Schneiter

We will have the following different categories:

The winner will receive their own Golden Label!

b6 077

APRIL 13TH

Hot & Spicy
Healthy
Vegetarian

Chuckwagon Chili

We are also looking for some judges
Contact Laurie Conant or Christy Smith
if you are interested.

If you would like to do some pre-cookoff
advertising please contact Laurie Conant.

11th Lydia Cathers
12th Brent Weaver
14th Anna Baker
Elena Hotaling
16th Susan Parrish
17th Bryan Boyd
19th Sydnie Lowe
Kent Moore
20th  Jim Fisher
21st  Jenna Allison
Mike McConaughey
Joseph Olivarez
26th Janine Saxton
28th Mykel Boyd
29th  Kylie Libby

Aidan Lowery

Fellowship Committee wants to
Reunite withYou!! Meeting:

Come and celebrate our successful
year of fellowship as a church
committee, brainstorm new activities
or reenergize current activities, find
a way to make a new connection,
or just come for the yummy treats!
All subcommittees of the Fellowship
Committee should plan to attend
one of the two nightJuesdayApril

15 andrhursdayApril 17
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NORTH VALLEY CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

After much prayerful discussion and discernment, the Church Preschool Committee is recommending thatgileogth

Christian Preschool take a sabbatical during the 08-09 school'pdaalp in our discernment process we held two
meeting attended by seven members of the body and received e-mail input from three others.

During this sabbatical our vision is threefold: 1.) to clarify the mission, 2.) to reevaluate the purpose and, 3.) base
outcome of the first two, to make recommendations to the church concerning the operation and structukéadieiorth
Christian Preschool.

We feel that in order to continue to make NaféHey Christian Preschool arf@gtive, long-viable outreach of the
church, enggy must be focused on communigadership, policies and restructuriiigpe Preschool committee is in the
process of @anizing a task force to work with us regarding thegaarzation and future vision of the preschool ministry

l on the

We wish to continue the good foundation that has been laid through many fruitful years and encourage you to prayerfully

be part of this exciting journey

- The Church Preschool Committee

Minute of Concern Regardifigrture We of North Valley Friends Church in Newberg,

Friends have historically been active in “speaking truthto ~ Or€90n, wish to stand against the use of torture
power” as a way of encouraging governments and other ~ for any purpose. Torture by any means, whether
authorities to follow the way of justice in the administration ~ direct or by proxy , is immoral.

of their duties.

_ Our witness against torture is not based on any
In earliest days, such encouragement often took the form political affiliation or on the laws or treaties of

of visits to officials with written support for the cause of . . .
justice. Friends were very effective in guiding Oliver any nations. All humans are guided by a higher
Cromwell in his administration of the Commonwealth Of ~ law. The Judeo-Christian scriptures teach that
England in the mid-17centuryfor exampleThis humans were created “in the image of God.”
practice has continued through the years and now often  Quakers bear testimony to “that of God” in

finds its expression in the mailing or personally delivery of every person. All of the world’ s major value
minutes of concern” to those in power systems have articulated some version of the

As the debate regarding the use of torture has become “Golden Rule”: people should not do to others
more intense among our nations leaders, Friends have what they would not have done to them. If an
been moved to respond with minutes, letters, and visits to  5:tion would feel like torture if inflicted on us
government official as a way of expressing the concern : ’
that the way of just and humanitarian treatment be fol- we should not do it to someone else.
lowed in the treatment of our suspected enemies and/or

prisoners of war We agree with William P enn, the noted Quaker

who once said, “A good end cannot sanctify evil
Several weeks ago, Kathleen Gathercoal expressed a means; nor must we ever do evil, that good may
leading to travel ttVashington DC and deliveraminute of  ~ome of it.” Torture violates the basic human

concern regarding torture to our congresspersons. Others . . - -
have come along beside her in this concern. Our Social dignity that all religions recognize; it degrades

Concerns committee has taken up her leading and has felt VICtims, perpetrators, and the policy-makers and
guided to produce a minute of concern and ask that North citizens of a nation whose agents use it.

Valley Friends consider uniting behind that minute as a

Monthly Meeting. We are concerned that language about torture
has become dangerously imprecise. We urge our

Kathleen and Jared Jones plan to travdlashington governing representatives to signal to our citi-

DC to deliver the minute of concern and speak to our

officials in its regard. zens and the world that America is committed to
_ _ _ _ _ high standards of moral conduct—that an essen-
In our meeting for worship for business in March, we will  tj5| part of the security of our citizens is their

be given opportunity to unite behind this minute. Please

give this your prayerful consideration. -Stan moral integrity .
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All ladies~
You are invited to Hanna Saxton’s bridal shower
on March 2nd at 3 pm in the North Valley fellowship hall.
There will be fun and games, food and good coffee, punch, cake and
fellowship for all! This is a kitchen shower, so bring along with
you a favorite recipe to help fill Hanna'’s first cookbook
(there are blank recipe cards available in the church foyer to take home with you).
Hanna and Kyle are registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond.

Please RSVP to Ellie Saxton at 503.560.0409 and leave a message!
We look forward to sharing this time with you!

Mr. and Mrs. Colin Saxton & Mr. and Mrs. Gene Thomas
request the honor of your presence at the marriage of their children
Hanna Teresa Saxton & Kyle Lawrence Thomas

on Saturday the 22nd of March, 2008
at half past two in the afternoon

Family Life Church
502 S. St. Paul Hwy
Newberg, OR

Reception to follow at the McMinnville Grand Ballroom
325 NE 3rd St.
McMinnville, OR

We need to keep track of numbers, so please RSVP:
khweddingrsvp@yahoo.com

Directions to reception: Take hwy 99 toward McMinnville, turn left onto hwy 18.
Take the first exit to McMinnville. The exit becomes Three Mile Lane, then 3rd St.
McMinnville Grand Ballroom is on the right, next to US Bank.
There is on-street parking and parking behind the building.



