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There’s nothing like waking up the morning af-
ter a heavy snow. Everything is so clean, pure,
unblemished, and perfect. The snow covers ev-
erything making even the junkiest yards look el-
egant.

I think every New Year is like that. Suddenly we
have an unspoiled blanket of opportunity and
possibility that is as yet untarnished by our foot-
steps. We can’t help but ask, “What do I want to
do with this year?” (Thus the advent of those
pesky New Year resolutions.)

I was reading at “smartnews.com about a man,
A.J. Jacobs, who has for this past year tried to
take the Bible literally and live out all its precepts
and commandments. His book, “The Year of
Living Biblically: One Man’s Humble Quest to
Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible,” may
already be on the shelves of a bookstore near
you. The experience seems to have quite an im-
pact on his view of  the Bible’s value.
Smartnews.com reports that he

Jacobs, an agnostic, had some fun and will
pocket lots of dough from the experiment. I
don’t plan to read it – even he admits that taking
the Bible literally misses the point – but I am
intrigued by the idea of determining to spend a
year emphasizing an area or areas of obedience.
I wonder if we should try that as a community.
Our recent series on generosity, simplicity, and
stewardship suggests some possible areas of
emphasis as does our Advent theme of welcom-
ing the stranger. How does trying to live a year

NEW SNOW, NEW YEAR, AND  NEW IDEAS FOR A YEAR OF LIVING  OBEDIENTL Y

“…herded sheep, grew a beard, wore a
white robe and sandals, and the biggest:
“That’d be no coveting, no lying, no
gossiping. They’re little sins, but they’re
killers.” He said it was hard, but trans-
forming. He said the way you act shapes
your beliefs, saying you’ll become a bet-
ter person in time if you act good long
enough. No gossip also meant fewer
petty thoughts, and helping the poor
made him less self-absorbed.

without judging others, or determining to extend
mercy, forgiveness, or grace to every offender
strike you? Or maybe we could attempt a year of
living out the beatitudes, or a year of abiding as
per John 15, or a year of praying without ceasing.
What are some of your suggestions?

I’m going to go out on a limb here and suggest
we determine to spend a year living as missionar-
ies. We don’t have to leave Newberg, though. We
could be “domestic missionaries” bringing the
Kingdom to some select group of folks such as
neighbors, co-workers, classmates, or other natu-
ral grouping of people that we regularly encoun-
ter. We’d have to raise our own support, though,
perhaps by asking our NV family to agree to lift
us in prayer and to encourage and mentor us in
the process. I would also think that giving a re-
port on one’s activities and progress would be an
important part of our mutual support. It might
be that, if  one’s call is to a particular interest group
or a group that shares a common activity such as
bungee jumping, one might need to raise some
financial support as well.

We have a brand new year in front of us. What
do we want to do with this year? Almost all of
our committees and task groups submitted vi-
sionary budget proposals. There’s energy and pur-
pose to share in several of our programs. I think
we’re poised to move to the next level of obedi-
ence/ministry in our life together, don’t you?

What are your thoughts about this coming year in
relation to our community? Where is God lead-
ing/urging/prompting you? Does the idea of a
church full of missionaries catch you imagination?
What other vision grabs your attention as you think
about this coming year together?

Let’s make some cool tracks in the new snow.

-Stan



Kim & Jeff McDonough are
expecting baby #1 in July

Hanna Saxton is getting married on March 22ndHanna Saxton is getting married on March 22ndHanna Saxton is getting married on March 22ndHanna Saxton is getting married on March 22ndHanna Saxton is getting married on March 22nd

Jody Hamm has moved
 into her very own home

Scott Conant is attending
George Fox Evangelical Seminary.

Did y ou know...
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Amanda Conant and Donny MillerAmanda Conant and Donny MillerAmanda Conant and Donny MillerAmanda Conant and Donny MillerAmanda Conant and Donny Miller
are getting married in July.are getting married in July.are getting married in July.are getting married in July.are getting married in July.

NVFC’s pictorial directory is available online! It’s at
http://nor thvalleyfriendschurch.shutterfly.com, and the
password is ilovenvfc. You can see your photos there,
learn other people’s names, and upload pictures you
take of NVFC events. If  you didn’t get your picture
taken by Joel Bock in November you can upload a
picture of you and/or your family.

 If you want to get a copy of pictures Joel took you
can:

a) order it directly from the website (Shutterfly) for .19
per 4x6 (plus shipping) OR   b) right-click on the
picture on the website and save it to your computer
OR   c) call or email Joel to get a CD of it (please give
us $1 when you see us) at joel@lamplitestudio.com,
503.314.7695 OR

d) call or email Joel to have him print your order
through a more professional printer (cost varies
depending on the size/quantity of prints you want)
Thanks to Joel for taking pictures! Joel is available to
photograph your family, wedding, or other event until
January 1, and from May-September 2008. Check out
his website at www.lamplitestudios.com

Kim & Andr ew S tav e ar e
expecting baby #2 in July

In January the interim Associate Superintendent position that BruceBruceBruceBruceBruce
BishopBishopBishopBishopBishop has served in for the last 16 months disappears and moves to a
half-time position as “Communications Director” at NWYM. He will
be responsible for all printed and online media associated with NWYM.
He will also become a full-time student at George Fox Evangelical
Seminary, pursuing a masters in Theology and Church History.

Shawn McConaugheyShawn McConaugheyShawn McConaugheyShawn McConaugheyShawn McConaughey, former pastor at North Valley, in March will begin a position at the NWYM office as
“Associate Superintendent for Global Outreach and Pastoral Care”. He will commute from Boise until June when
his kids complete their school year and the family moves to Newberg permanently.



Page 3

FRIENDS WOMEN’S MISSIONAR Y
FELLOWSHIP
Are you a woman wanting more information
about missions?  The Friends church has Friends
Women’s Missionary Fellowship (FWMF)
groups.  North Valley had such a group for many
years but because of poor attendance it was dis-
continued.

West Chehalem Friends Women have invited any
interested women from North Valley to feel wel-
come to meet with them.  They meet the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 1:00pm in various mem-
bers homes.  The January 8th meeting is at Rita
Winegars home, 1100 E. Cherry #2.  Raelene
Fendall will be reporting on their recent trip to
Rwanda, Burundi & Congo.

If you wish more information contact Verna Munn
at 503-538-5292

And Now For Something Just a Bit Different
On Wednesday, January 9th ,at 6:45pm, we are scheduled to meet after our meal together to consider our 2008 budget.
We are urging everyone to attend and help us discern how God would have us approach this coming year financially.

At the last Stewardship meeting a budget was crafted that reflects the Threshing Meeting’s desire to keep pastoral staff
levels at their current level, covering insurance increases for Stan, and cost-of-living increases for pastoral staff. The Stew-
ards will present the budget at the January 9th meeting.  So come prepared to the January 9th meeting to discuss the
ministries of the Church.  We will also discuss the challenges that face us as we consider how to raise the funds required for
these ministries.  Several options have been mentioned: budget cuts, volunteering for custodial/secretarial/child care, or
creative fundraising.

The budget proposal, the skeleton of which was put together in our last Stewardship meeting, will be a bit unusual.  For
one thing, we will be proposing that we commit ourselves to raising several thousand dollars through fundraising.  You will
get more details later, but the gist is that some of our shortfall could be met by fundraising efforts that would either tap into
areas of ministry that some folks are especially drawn to (such as scholarships for camp, college, retreats etc., or stipends
for children’s workers) or by fundraising efforts that would involve the whole community in projects such as saving and
selling scrap metal or “flipping” a house.  There was a lot of creative energy and hopeful thinking as folks tried to think
outside the box in relation to our finances.

Another aspect of the proposal that will be appealing is that we will be looking at the vision of the committees as they
consider the ministries of the Church.  We won’t be merely nitpicking the details of line items on a spreadsheet.

I hope you won’t just leave it up to “the people who like numbers” to make these very important decisions, but will try to
inform yourself of the proposal, give prayerful thought and listening to the proposal, and attend the meeting to help discern
God’s leading. -Stan

Newsletter GoesNewsletter GoesNewsletter GoesNewsletter GoesNewsletter Goes
ElectronicElectronicElectronicElectronicElectronic

Well…it’s the moment of truth.
This will be the last newsletter
that will be mailed via our bulk
mail permit. Those of you who

do not have email or who have so requested will still
receive your newsletter in the mail. The rest of you will
need to go to our website to download and print your
copy.

This change saves us money on postage and paper and
avoids pesky delays in getting the newsletter into your
homes. Bulk mail is low priority so we never knew if
the newsletter would get to you in a couple of days or
a couple of weeks. Now, its delivery will be a matter of
seconds.

You can print the whole thing, read it online, or just
print the calendar to stick to your ‘fridge, whichever
suits you. We hope this necessary change will not in-
terfere with your feeling connected with North Valley.
One upside is that, while your looking at the webpage,
you can take time to read the other articles and join the
conversations that interest you.

-Stan



SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday MondayMondayMondayMondayMonday TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesdayThursdayThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday FridayFridayFridayFridayFriday SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday
5

6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

30

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 31

All        Church

Retreat

6:00pm HS Youth Group

6:00pm HS Youth Group

6:00pm HS Youth Group

5:45am Morning Devotions

Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner

6:45pm Business Meeting
Kids Alive

Middle Sch Youth Group

5:45am Morning Devotions

5:45am Morning Devotions

Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner

6:45pm Small Groups
Kids Alive

Middle Sch Youth Group

5:45am Morning Devotions

Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner

6:45pm Small Groups
Kids Alive

Middle Sch Youth Group

5:45am Morning Devotions

Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner

6:45pm Small Groups
Kids Alive

Middle Sch Youth Group

8:00am Men’s Breakfast
J’s Restaurant

7:00pm  Fellowship

7:00pm  Stewards

7:00pm  Social Concerns7:00pm  Administrative

7:00pm  Missions

Midwinter Youth

Retreat

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary
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Ever wonder what Facebook and the all-church retreat have in common?
“No”, you say?  Well, this year is the year to come and find out.  Each
person can make their own profile, play crazy movie challenges and get to
know others through our “fakebook” pages.  If that doesn’t grab you then
come for the untalent show where sometimes talent does show up but
sometimes it doesn’t but it’s still funny – like the knuckle cracking contest or
the year Rebekah  Schneiter challenged Jim Fisher to a lifting contest (and
she won!).  Come to worship through song with the McKennon family and
listen to testimonies shared during Sunday morning worship.  Come place
your children in the wonderful children’s program run by Chelsea and enjoy
family craft time.  New this year – Stay up late Saturday night with a late
night movie option in the Friendship Center.  Please come to the all church
retreat and make new memories with us!

Retreat is one of our primary times for connecting spiritually with each other,
visioning, and building community.  Everyone is invited!

This weekend of fun will cost $93 per adult and $49 per child age 3-8. The
price is capped at $280 per family. This fee covers food, lodging, and some of
the childcare (we will be taking donations to help defer this expense) for the
entire weekend.  Some scholarships are available. Please contact Lynn if you
have questions.

Registration forms are available in the church foyer or online at
www.northvalleyfriends.org, click on “All Church Retreat”

Registrations are due by January 13, 2008.

Don’t Wait!   Register Now For
The All chur ch retreat    January 25-27, 2007

1st
Grace Pender   Bill Rourke

8th
Lois Lehman

9th
Kristen Sandoz

12th
Kim Boyd  Thomas Hotaling

Aden Woolsey
13th

Scott Conant   John Frost
Doug Pugsley

14th
Valerie Whitmore

15th
Emily Griffith     Kjersti LeClair

16th
Neil Griffith

17th
Wes Cropper

18th
Carley Kinnunen

21st
Jared Jones

23rd
Laura Hampton

28th
Della Anderson

29th
Joel Holt

1st
Colin & Janine Saxton

2nd
Kerry & Monica Tweet

3rd
Troy & Valerie Lapham

14th
Greg & Beth Woolsey

New Small Group

Vocational Ethics
Facilitated by Arthur Roberts
January 16 – February 20

Objective:  to enable persons better to understand
and to cope with ethical issues arising within their
vocations, whether such work involves reimbursed
or volunteered services.  

Participants:  Persons willing to discuss moral
issues arising within these vocations and to discern
with others responses that demonstrate Christian
integrity.

WEDNESDAY WITH FRIENDS
Wednesday with friends resumes on January 9th.

Everyone is invited!!
Something is planned for every age.

5:45 - 6:30pm  Dinner buffet ($2/person, $8 family max)
6:45 - 8:15pm  Nursery, Kids Alive, Middle School Youth Group,
                         High School and Adult Small Groups.

Faith filled fun for our pint-sized Friends!  6:30 -
8:15 p.m. every Wednesday at Nor th Valley,
beginning January 9th.  Kids will enjoy learning
the word of God in hands-on ways, through
singing, crafts, games, activities, and more!


