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Mary cries into the starry night, her voice conveying pain
and triumph.  Few pay attention to the cries echoing off
the walls of the cave that hosts her in its bed of straw.
Unseen to her is the choir of angels venting their joy to a
group of frightened shepherds.

We assume the Inn was really full and not just closed to
this one very pregnant woman.  In any case the baby’s
welcome was limited, at least until the shepherds pulled
their wits together and found the manger.  One can only
speculate as to the degree of insight shared by the shep-
herds as they presumably knelt in worship before the child-
king.

With this ignoble birth Jesus takes his place among the
strangers that have always (and always will) wandered
our earth in search of welcome.  They pass us on the
street, wander down our alleys, stare vacantly out from
under bridges, or perhaps even stride confidently with
briefcases in hand, appearing to have somewhere to go
or pretending – maybe hoping against hope – that some-
one will greet their arrival with genuine welcome.

Less obvious to us are those that share our pews who feel
like they are strangers in our midst.  They don’t feel known
or valued – perhaps because they have presented their
happy faces or perhaps because they are sure that if we
really knew them, they would not be welcome.  No choir
of angels draws our attention to them nor does any group
of farm hands come pushing and shoving their way to
honor them or point out their immeasurable value.

Others, too, choose stranger status rather than admit to
the deep pain and fear that threatens to overwhelm their
lives, perhaps from kids who make shameful choices,
spouses who batter them with belittling words, or con-
trolling anger,  Stan Thornburg Stan Thornburg Stan Thornburg Stan Thornburg Stan Thornburg

or even bruising fists, or from financial circumstances that
have eroded their security, or from relationships they have
squandered out of jealousy or selfishness.

Advent calls us to honor Jesus’ stranger status by extend-
ing radical hospitality to all who come within the halo of
our community, especially those who are outcasts either
by choice or fate.  We can’t be sure who feels the part of
an alien so we must be open-armed to even those to whom
we have assigned “insider’ status.

Of course, to some degree we all carry the stranger gene
in our spiritual DNA.  We are encouraged to avoid being
conformed to this world’s values and priorities.  If we are
at home in the world, we are quite possibly missing the
glaring differences between our world and the Kingdom
of God.  God as either a bearded old man on a celestial
throne or as a businessperson in full dress Americana
misses the Truth more tragically than Buffalo’s missed field
goal in the last seconds of Super Bowl, 1966.  Knowing
this, we extend a gracious welcome to any and all based
on our awareness that we are all in the same way unde-
serving yet honored guests in God’s Kingdom.

I suppose if we all pledged ourselves to breaking down the
barriers that make us strangers to each other and/or make
us judge each other as worthy or unworthy of God’s lav-
ish invitation to God’s Kingdom, we would at this time
next year be radically changed people.  No doubt the pro-
cess would cause us to cry out in pain as we birthed a new
understanding of human relationship.  Probably there
would be no one there to hear our cries either or to ser-
enade our efforts.  Even so, it’s possible that by our sacri-
fices, Christ would be born anew in our time and in our
midst.
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The close of my year at NVFC is rapidly approaching.  In January,

Joel, Espen & I will head back to New Jersey for me to continue

working on my Masters of Divinity at Princeton Theological Semi-

nary.  We look forward to returning to school, seeing our friends

there again, and Joel’s looking forward to taking care of Espen more

often, but we are sad to leave the North Valley community.

Thank you all so much for supporting me, financially and in all other ways, to be able to be your intern this year.  It has been

an excellent year, filled with community, experiences that have helped me learn and grow, and much joy.  It has been an

incredible gift to be able to worship with this community.  I have enjoyed listening to God with you and working on doing

the work of the Kingdom together.  Thank you!

One of the things I consistently look back on as something I’m grateful for when I reflect on my ministry experience with

Lynn is Wednesdays with Friends.  It’s so much fun getting together with you all in the middle of the week, sharing a meal,

catching up a bit or just waving from across the room, and then going to small groups.  Organizing and facilitating small

groups has been one of my highlights of the ministry I’m in charge of.  I enjoy doing the research (I know, I’m a nerd!) and

being able to share what I’ve learned in a way that hopefully connects with those in the group.  It was fun to work on the

Early Friends small group, to learn more about our amazing spiritual forebears, and to think with you about how we can

follow God in ways just as passionate and Spirit-filled today.  I also enjoyed putting together the Old Testament class:

learning more about the Hebrew Scriptures myself, thinking through issues of how this stuff relates to us and how we see

God through it, and hearing the insights of guest speakers.

I appreciated your willingness to allow me to experiment and get some practice giving the message on Sunday mornings.

Hopefully those experiences were edifying for you, and gave you food for thought.  I certainly got a lot of food for thought

as I prepared my Sunday morning messages!  I tried to approach them like I was speaking out of the silence during open

worship—with that same sense of waiting and listening, only with the advance notice so I could mull and think and plan

and research and listen some more to the living Spirit of Christ.  It was good to have to go through that process several

times throughout the year, to practice various styles and to gain an understanding of the North Valley community that

hopefully helped me connect the messages to this community in a more helpful manner.

My main joy in being here this year has been being a part of this amazing community.  I love your laid-back attitude, your

desire for social justice, your friendly warmth, and your commitment to the many children who are a major part of this

body of Christ.  This has been a great place for Espen to spend his first 10 months of life, and I look forward to him

growing up with many of your children, building bonds of F/friendship that will connect them from North Valley’s nursery

until they’re in Friendsview Retirement Community, and beyond!

Thank you for a wonderful year, for the chance to try out my ministry wings here, and for the wonderful, loving support of

your friendship.  I will miss you—but don’t worry; we’ll be back for the summer, so I won’t miss you for too long.

Cherice Bock, Pastoral Intern

Thank you all so much !
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Christmas Theme Encourages Radical Hospitality

The theme for this year’s Christmas Season at North Valley is “Welcoming The Stranger.”  We hope that the
theme will inspire some good conversation and perhaps some spontaneous activism around the theme.  Your
participation is key.  The flow of topics in worship will proceed as follows:

1st Sunday in Advent  “God’s Welcome”

2nd Sunday in Advent  “Accepting God’s Welcome”

3rd Sunday in Advent  “Extending God’s Welcome” *

4th Sunday in Advent  “Living as a Welcoming Community”

Ironically, God’s welcome to us comes through Jesus’ coming as a stranger.  His message was in essence, “Wel-
come to the Kingdom.”  This sacrificial act of welcome cleared the way for all of humanity to have access to the
Kingdom via Christ’s Spirit.  Christ stands as the generous and hospitable host of God’s eternal dwellings.  We
enter without merit or credential, but fully and completely accepted as we are.  Grace and Mercy have neither
before nor since seen such profound expression.

Have you been the recipient of unexpected and/or undeserved hospitality?  Have you seen others welcome Strangers
in a profound way?  Have you ever been a stranger in dire need of welcome or hospitality?  Do you have stories
you’d like to share on this theme?

Let’s learn from each other and encourage each other to make this Advent Season one that we and those in our
sphere of influence will remember as being filled with welcome, grace, and loving hospitality.

Would you in Christ’s name make an effort to share a spirit of genuine warmth to your fellow worshippers this
Advent season?  (Who knows who might be blessed by your taking time to share the season’s celebrations with
them?)  Would you with your family, or a friend’s family, make at least one occasion to which you invite a “stranger”
or two.  Perhaps you might extend the concept even further and look for ways to show radical hospitality to some
other persons in your neighborhood or workplace or school.  Or you might even organize a few of your friends to
extend the lavishness of the season to the benefit of very needy strangers who have very little with which to
celebrate.

Perhaps if we work together we can make this Advent more memorable and authentically connected to Christ’s
coming by taking such steps in Jesus’ name.  We invite you into this conversation/process of fleshing out an
authentic response to the good news of Christmas.

Stan

(There will be no Sunday School this day.  Worship will start at 10:30am.
Unprogrammed Worship will meet in the Library at 9:15am.)

     Christmas Giving TreeChristmas Giving TreeChristmas Giving TreeChristmas Giving TreeChristmas Giving Tree

 Are you wondering what gifts to buy for your family and friends this year? How about a chicken,
orphan support, tree seedlings, a llama, medical aid, honeybees or gasoline? How about a water
buffalo? What? Do you mean to say that no one on your list needs a water buffalo?  Not even a
chicken?  But would they be honored to have these gifts given in their name to those in need?
The Giving Tree in the church foyer will let you do just that. The ornaments you will find under
the tree represent projects of Evangelical Friends Mission (the missions arm of Evangelical Friends
International), and Heifer International (an organization whose mission is to end hunger and
poverty and to care for the earth) as well as North Valley’s gas vouchers for those in need in our
own community. Directions are under the tree. Once you have selected a gift place a corre-
sponding ornament on the giving tree. Happy shopping!
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7:00pm  Missions
7:00pm  Ed Comm

7:00pm  Stewards

7:00pm Social Concerns

6:00pm HS Youth Group

5:45am Morning Devotions

Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner

6:45pm Small Groups
Kids Alive

Middle Sch Youth Group

5:45am Morning Devotions

6:00pm HS Youth Group

8:00am Men’s Breakfast
J’s Restaurant
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5:45am Morning Devotions

Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner

6:45pm Small Groups
Kids Alive

Middle Sch Youth Group

7:00pm  Fellowship6:00pm HS Youth Group

Holiday Dinner
Immediately

following worship

Pizza lunch &
Threshing  Mtg.

following worship

6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm6:00pm

6:00pm
Christmas Program

and
Holiday Dessert
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ServiceServiceServiceServiceService
O f f i c e  C l o s e d

6:00pm Ladies Night Out

1st Sunday
of Advent

2nd Sunday
of Advent

3rd Sunday
of Advent

4th Sunday
of Advent



Ladies, please join us for an ornament
exchange and dinner at the home of Ruth

Piper (605 Holly Dr.) on
Thursday,December 6 at 6 p.m. A dinner of

soup, bread and an assortment of desserts will be
provided. All you need to bring is yourself and a

wrapped ornament.  Hope you can join us!  If you
need more info please call Ruth Piper at 503-538-3744
or Laurie Conant at 503-554-8338.

LADIES NIGHT OUT!LADIES NIGHT OUT!LADIES NIGHT OUT!LADIES NIGHT OUT!LADIES NIGHT OUT!

Chr is tmas Pla y
and

Holida y Desser t
Sunda y,

December 1 6t h
at 6:00pm

Please join us
for this time of

celebration
and

fellowship

A Pizza lunch ($2/person or $8 max/family) will be
provided prior to a “Threshing Meeting” on Sunday,
December 9th. At the threshing meeting we will not be
making any decisions but discussing and listening for
Christ’s leading concerning the ministry and staffing
priorities for 2008 in light of our projected incomein light of our projected incomein light of our projected incomein light of our projected incomein light of our projected income.
Childcare will be provided but please RSVP with the
church office.  If you have any questions concerning this
meeting please contact Bruce Bishop or Bruce
Longstroth.

The business meeting has been re-scheduled for
Wednesday, January 9th. At this time we hope to have a
recommendation for the 2008 budget.

Please join us Dec. 2nd

for the NVFC 2007

Holiday 
Dinner
We will not be using a 

buffet line to serve the food this year, 
so please, just seat yourself at the 
table of your choice and allow servers 
to bring the food to you!  

If you have food alergies, 
our wonderful cook, Jenny
Crackenberg will be happy to answer 
any questions you might have about 
the food and whether or not it may be 
appropriate for you.  

Also, due to budget 
constraints, we will have take 
donations at the door to help
suppliment the cost of the meal.  The 
suggested donation is $2 per person 
or $8 per family. 

So mark it on your 
calendar and plan to come to our 
delicious and relaxing Holiday 
Dinner.  

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve
CandleliCandleliCandleliCandleliCandlelightghtghtghtght

SerSerSerSerServicevicevicevicevice
6:00pm Monda6:00pm Monda6:00pm Monda6:00pm Monda6:00pm Mondayyyyy,,,,, December 24th December 24th December 24th December 24th December 24th

BrinBrinBrinBrinBring yg yg yg yg your familour familour familour familour family fy fy fy fy for aor aor aor aor a
time oftime oftime oftime oftime of sin sin sin sin singinginginginging and celebrationg and celebrationg and celebrationg and celebrationg and celebration

Pizza LunchPizza LunchPizza LunchPizza LunchPizza Lunch
and Threshing Meetingand Threshing Meetingand Threshing Meetingand Threshing Meetingand Threshing Meeting

Christmas Celebrations
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Kent & SallKent & SallKent & SallKent & SallKent & Sally Moory Moory Moory Moory Moore are are are are are ee ee ee ee expectinxpectinxpectinxpectinxpectinggggg
their third child in Apriltheir third child in Apriltheir third child in Apriltheir third child in Apriltheir third child in April

Lukas McKennon
&

Ben Espana
played the lead role
in two separate casts

of Hello Dolly
at Newberg High School!

Earl & Annie T ycksen
are moving  to
Friends view Manor

Jacob Jolliff was
invited

to play his mandolin
in France

at an international
mandolin symposium

in November

Did Y ou Kno w ...

1st
Richard Benham

2nd
Jenny Fisher
Nathan Murray

4th
Jane Smith

7th
Amy Lutz

8th
Maggee Hodgdon

9th
Sarah Troyer
Zac Tweet

11th
Shirley Kjersten
Grace Weaver

13th
Sarah Anderson
Colby Spell

14th
Gennie Harris
Bruce Schuchardt
Janelle Townsend

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays 15th
Jesse Lowe
Christy Smith

17th
Jacqui Fisher

19th
Kim Felton

20th
Ruth Headley

22nd
Holly Dobbeck
Abby Headley
Joey Rourke

23rd
Rowan Lowery

24th
Micah Harkema

25th
Shirley Kyte
Russ Ragsdale
Evan Smith

27th
Steve McKennon

28th
Jim Allison

29th
Valerie Lapham

30th
Linda LeClair
Hanna Saxton
Ruth Weaver
Nathan Whittlese

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries
16th
Chris & Charity Benham

18th
Barry & Bev Tharp

19th
Michael & Linda LeClair
Tom& Deb Mortimer

23rd
George & Ruth Piper

27th
Jim & Jacqui Fisher

30th
Ben & Angela Kantz
Mike & Adina McConaughey

31st
Michael & Heidi Pender



MidW inter 2008

January 18 - 21

What is Midwinter?  It’s a camp for
Northwest Yearly Meeting youth and their
friends in the middle of January !
And...it’s awesome!  It’s a chance to
cathch up with old friends and meet new
ones, eat fantabulous food, learn about
and worship God, serve others, play
games, and have a whole lot of fun!

Hosted by: South Salem Friends
Cost: $75 if registered before December
14, $85 if registered after December 14
 T-shirts are an extra $13 (t-shirt orders
need to be in by December 14.)

See Leslie for questions or information.
Registration forms are available online at
www.northvalleyfriends.org,  Click on
“Youth”.

All church retreat January 25-27, 2007

This weekend of fun will cost $93 per adult and $49 per child age 3-8. The price is capped at $280 per
family. This fee covers food, lodging, and childcare for the entire weekend.  Please begin budgeting now

for this valuable family and community event.  Scholarships are
available. Please contact Lynn if you have questions.  Registra-
tions are available in the church foyer or online at
www.northvalleyfriends.org, click on “All Church Retreat”  Regis-
trations are due by January 13, 2008, and fees by January 20th.

This retreat is one of our primary times for connecting spiritually with each other, visioning, and building
community.  Everyone is invited!

We look forward

to seeing you there!!!

The Quizzers are Coming..................Help!!!!!!!
On January 12, hundreds of youth and adults will be descending on the NFC
campus. We will host them by providing the rooms to quiz in, the sanctuary to
worship in, the food to eat, and the homes to sleep in. So, this naturally leads to
us saying... “HELP!” :)

Here are the ways that you or your family can help:

Serve as a host home: (10 Homes needed) Many of the teams come from a long
way away and one of our responsibilities is to provide host homes for them to
stay in on Friday and Saturday nights, January 11 and 12. This commitments in-
volves providing beds and/or floor space for groups of five to twenty five people
along with a breakfast each morning at about 7:00 am. A wide open family room
floor is all that is expected, you don’t have to put everyone in beds. If  you are able
to be home on Friday night from about 6:00 pm, each morning until about 9:00
am, and Saturday evening after about 8:00 pm, that would also be preferable
(these are the times that the groups are most likely to be at your house).

Serve as a scorekeeper: (10 people needed) Each room needs a scorekeeper, a
task which can be learned quickly. A scorekeeper’s training session is offered on
Saturday, January 12, from 8:00 am to 9:00 am. The total commitment would
involve being at NFC for the Meet from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, but you would be
welcome to join us for dinner and the activity. We could use a total of ten people
who would be willing to do this.

Serve with the kitchen crew: (6-10 people needed) Part of  our responsibility is
to provide lunch and dinner on Saturday, January 12 (12:00 noon and 5:00 pm).
We could use a team of six to ten people who would oversee those two meals:
creating a menu, purchasing the food, preparing the food, and helping to clean up
afterwards. This will most likely take place in the Friends Center gymnasium.

Serve with the set up crew: (10 people needed) We could use up to ten people
who could help us set up the quiz rooms on Friday, January 11, from 7:00-8:00pm.
If  we have ten people, it could take much less than an hour.

Don’t be shy...now. Contact me as soon as you know that you’d like to help in one
or more of these ways. We’ll try to have this stuff  finalized before the first of the
year.

Thank you,

Josh Reid and Leslie Murray

Coming Next Month
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North Valley Friends Church

    North Valley Friends is a Quaker community
of ministers who seek to follow Jesus Christ

faithfully, love each other deeply and continue
His ministry in the world.

Church Office:  (503) 538-5340
Hours
Monday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Tuesday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wednesday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Thursday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

    Email:    office@northvalleyfriends.org

Schedule of Services:
  Sunday
   9:30 am Sunday School for all ages

9:30 am Unprogrammed Meeting
10:45 am Programmed Meeting

Wednesday
5:45pm Wednesday With Friends

Dinner and Small Groups
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