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INSIDE
Part Scorpion, Part Monk

 A certain monk was praying under a tree beside a river. As he prayed the tide was coming in and the river was
rising. Then he noticed a scorpion at the foot of the tree struggling for life as the surging waves tried to drown
him. The monk stretched out his hand to pull the scorpion to safety but each time his hand came near the scor-
pion tried to sting him. A passerby saw what was going on and said to the monk: “What are you doing? Don’t you
know that it is in the nature of a scorpion to sting?” “Yes,” replied the monk, “And it is in my nature to save.
Must I change my nature because the scorpion refuses to change his?”

I’ve been reading in Jim Smith’s book, “Embracing the love of God.”   Smith points out that God does not love, but that
God is love, and again that “we have love but God is love.”  That profound truth really gets battered among Christians,
many of whom see God’s love as conditional – often that condition being our obedience.  In this book, Smith quotes a
prayer by Søren Kierkegaard that seems helpful in understanding the nature of God’s love:

You have loved us first, O God, alas!  We speak of it in terms of history as if you loved us first but a single time,
rather than that without ceasing.  You have loved us first many times and everyday and our whole life through.
When we wake up in the morning and turn our soul toward you - you are there first - you have loved us first.  If I
rise at dawn and at that same second turn my soul toward you in prayer, you are there ahead of me, you have
loved me fist.  When I withdraw from the distractions of the day and turn my soul toward you, you are there first
and thus forever.  And we speak ungratefully as if you have loved us first only once.

Kierkegaard’s view here helps us realize that God’s love cannot be connected to our behavior or decisions because by the
time we decide or behave, God has already loved us.  God’s love cannot be affected by our behavior because God’s
nature is love, God’s whole nature.

Unfortunately, we only have examples of human love from which to extrapolate our understanding of God’s love.  That
makes our effort to do so tainted with the limitations of human love.  Conditions such as “deserved” or “undeserved”
inevitably creep into our thinking.  I John 4:10 tells us: “Herein is love, not that we love God, but that God first loved us
by sending Jesus as a sacrifice for our sins.”   Romans 5:8 reminds us: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Of  course we already know this.  Still, many of us only know it intellectu-
ally but not experientially.

If  we carry this limiting view of God’s love into our missional efforts, we risk sabotaging the very goal we hope to carry
out, that of  fleshing out God’s love in the context of the world.  But, oh! How risky it is to let go of our limits and allow
God to love through us those people on whom we imagine God’s wrath or disapproval rests – our enemies, God’s en-
emies, decency’s enemies, the church’s enemies.  How can this possibly be done without condoning unrighteousness and/
or encouraging sinfulness?

If we were to ask Christ directly about how to accomplish such a thing, his answer would be much the same as his answer
to his disciples who ask why they couldn’t cast out some very pesky demons.  “These things come through prayer and
fasting.”  Oh.

I suppose first one must long with all of one’s heart to love in such a way.  Then probably the next step would be to pray
unceasingly for the grace to flesh such love out.  And lastly, in the power of God’s Spirit, to seek to swallow every im-
pulse within us that cries out against that love, and by so doing, essentially die to ourselves and our own judgments in
order to let it flow through us.

Like the monk, God will not change God’s nature in order to adapt to our nature’s desire to put conditions on God’s love.
Our nature is to sting.  God’s is to love.  “Dear God, please, transform our nature to conform to yours.”

Stan



Seminars
Mirrors of Privilege

   A Heart-to-Heart Conversation
   Saturday, May 17, 9:00 - 2:00pm

Hosted by the Social Concerns and
Education Committees

This video features the experiences and
stories of White women and men who
are social justice advocates. They have
worked to gain insight into what it
means, as White people, to challenge
notions of race, racism, culture, and
White identity in development in the
United States. Their shared reflections
speak to the denial, defensiveness, guilt,
fear, and shame often related to these
isssues, and these responses can be
replaced with solid commitments
towards racial justice.
 Although this film explores white
identity development and privilege, it is
designed to be of use for all people -
regardless of race, creed or gender.
Racism and White privilege have histori-
cal and economic context. Its legacy and
contemporary policies affect everyone.
It functions at the personal, interper-
sonal, institutional and systemic levles
of  contemporary society.

We will watch the video and then
engage in dialogue and journaling. We
want to be clear that this dialogue is not
about providing quick answers or
solutions. Rather, it is intended to
encourage and support the building of
ongoing capacities and skills needed for
wrestling with tough issues.

 After this seminar, if  there is interest, we may continue our conversations during our monthly Wednesday evening
gatherings in June, July and August. Addressing these issues in a thoughtful way requires focus and time; it is a process.

Childcare will be available at the church for children ages 4-5th grade, at $8/child or a maximum of $24/family. Lunch is
included. RSVP for children is required by May 4th.
Lunch will be available for $3/person. Lunch for children in childcare is included in their fee.



Tuesday, May 13th at 1:00pm
Meredith Morse, retired missionary to Morocco, will be speaking at the Friends Women’s
Missionary Fellowship meeting in May. This meeting will be held at the home of Paula
Benham at 4061 Hayes St. #18 (Springbrook Meadows, the newest addition to the
Friendsview Retirement Community). This will be the last meeting before summer break,
and meetings will resume in September. Please contact Verna Munn for more informa-
tion: (503) 538-5292.

Bruce Bishop and Jonah Harkema to Morocco
In a recent sermon, Stan challenged us about the “leaven in the
dough.” Two aspects that stand out to me are that the leaven is
the Kingdom of God, not me; and that it is already at work.

Jonah Harkema and I, two North Valley members, are going to
Morocco to experience this first-hand in an Arab culture. Our
hope is to be open to the ways that God’s kingdom is active and
spreading, and to join God in that. My first trip to Morocco filled
me with anxiety as I assumed that the population would be surly
in general, and angry at Americans specifically. Since this is what
characterizes the Arabs and Muslims displayed in the media here
in the States, I expected them all to be this way.

What I discovered instead, is that God is active within their cul-
ture and they are a gracious, hospitable people, even while God is
still trying to break through and declare grace and forgiveness,
things of which they do not culturally have an awareness.

So Jonah and I are heading to Morocco on May 20 to explore the
leavening’s activity, and to see how we can join in. Five GFU
students are joining us for this three week trip of exploration,
relationship-building, and discovery. (Jonah will only be gone for
12 days due to work responsibilities). Northwest Yearly Meeting
has commissioned Bill and Betty Kelley to live there and be light.
We’ll have the opportunity to see how they are encountering the
culture and encouraging the Kingdom of God to expand and
grow.

Another aspect of leaven, is that even the smallest bit makes a
difference. Perhaps Jonah and I will have an opportunity, through
a simple conversation or a smile or a response to someone’s hos-
pitality, to be part of  a ripple-effect of God’s activity. Pray with us
for safety and for God’s leavening activity to be encouraged by
our presence.
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Holly Dobbeck and
 Greg Giesbracht

are getting married on
May 23,6:30pm here at
North Valley Friends.
There is an open invitation
for anyone who would like
to attend.

  MONTHL Y BUSINESS MEETING
  This month’s business meeting will be on
Wednesday evening, May 7. This will be our last night for
Wednesdays with Friends, so please join us for fellowship
and business.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SER VICE RETREA T
 Friday, May 2nd at 6:00pm we will kick off  the Middle School service
retreat at North Valley Friends. The cost is $35 and it will run through
until after worship on Sunday. The youth have the opportunity to serve
the local community. Please see Leslie for a permission slip.



Announcements
BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays
1st Angela Kantz
2ndGlen Gathercoal
4thMeredith Fieldhouse

Sarah Kinnunen
5thAmanda McConaughey
6thJeremy Baker
8thLiam Lowery
9thEmma Boyd
12thFinnegan Sanders
14thKerry Tweet
16thEmma Libby
17thPaul Anderson

Tammy DeWitt
26thKasey Allison

Joey Hampton
27thEmily Smith
30thPeter McKennon
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries
20th20 years since Emily
Smith’s liver transplant
30thDon and Susan Parrish

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!

On April 26th:

Kim McDonough graduated from
George Fox University with her Masters of
Arts inTeaching, and she will be authorized
to teach elementary and middle school students.
Congratulations Kim!

Emil y Smith graduated from George Fox
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Writing and Literature. She hopes to pursue a
career in writing or editing.

Cindy Espana graduated from George Fox
Univeristy with her undergraduate degree in
International Studies.

Sarah Anderson graduated from George Fox
University with her undergraduate degree in
Psychology.

GENNIE HARRIS will be graduating in June
from Oregon State University with her PhD in
Education. Next year she will be the Assistant
Professor of Multicultural Education at Linfield
College.

DID YOU KNO W?

Ruth Headley was accepted into the
Student Leadership Program at Twin
Rocks this summer! She will be serving
at Twin Rocks for six weeks.

Della Anderson, Emily Cropper and
Amy Saxton were chosen by the
Elders to attend Samuel School II, a
high school leadership camp, on
May 23-26.



Summer Camps
Girls Camp

(For girls entering 4th-6th grades)
Dates: June 29th-July 4th, 2008 (3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 1:00pm Friday)
Cost: $261 ($231 if pre-registered by June 13th)

FIN AL CUT-OFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED

AFTER JUNE 23.

Girls Camp is all about having fun, learning about God, and just being girls!
Building relationships is one of the best parts of Girls Camp. Through heart-felt
conversations with your cabin group led by caring counselors, excitingrec-
reation games, and insightful Bible teaching, you’ll discover more about who
Jesus is and who you are in Him. BOYS CAMP

(For boys entering 4th-6th grades)

Dates: July 13th-18th, 2008

(3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 7:00pm Friday)

Cost: $261 ($231 if pre-registered by June 27th)

FINAL CUTOFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL
BE ACCEPTED AFTER JULY 7.

There’s an adventure waiting for you at Boys Camp! Every
moment of your day will be filled with awesome activities
that boys love like fishing in Spring Lake, building fires on the
beach, and Night Owls. Learn new and powerful things about
God through nightly stories, daily classes and talks with your
counselor.

TWEEN CAMP
(For youth entering 7th-9th grades)
Dates: July 6th-12th, 2008
(3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 10:00am Saturday)

Cost: $282 ($252 if pre-registered by June 20th)

FINAL CUTOFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL
BE ACCEPTED AFTER JUNE 30.

What makes Tween Camp so exciting? It’s a full week
of  activities like skim boarding, archery, Human Clue,
wave jumping, great food, sand volleyball, hiking trails,
creative exploratories and so much more.

Dates: August 3rd-9th, 2008

(3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 10:00am Saturday)

Cost: $282 ($252 if pre-registered by July 18th)

FINAL CUTOFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE
ACCEPTED AFTER JULY 28.

Surfside is the perfect blend of sun, fun, friends, and meaningful
conversation about life and faith. If you are looking for a
chance to deepen your relationship with God, connect with
friends or meet new ones, and have a blast this summer, check
out Surfside at Twin Rocks!

SURFSIDE
(For youth completing 8th-12th grades)



Announcements

  PORTLAND TO COAST WALKING TEAM
 Hey! Did you know North Valley has a Portland to Coast female walking team? We are looking for 2 alternate female
walkers to join our Church Team. Being an alternate means that if  one of our team members is unable to walk the relay
you would step in. The cost is $81.00 and the dates are August 21st & 22nd, going from Portland to Seaside.
If you aren't interested in being on the team we are also looking for 3 volunteers willing to work at stations throughout
the race/route. This would require one 3 hour shift, as well as training in August.
Finally, we are also looking for 2-4 van drivers to drive our teams from each checkpoint.
If you are interested please contact Christy Smith (503-538-7096) or Kari Libby (503-537-2066).
Thanks in advance and we look forward to hearing from you!
Christy and Kari

 COORDIN ATOR NEEDED FOR EMER GENCY FOOD PANTR Y
 We need someone to maintain North Valley's emergency food pantry.  This food pantry is our way of making sure that
people who show up at our church in need of a few groceries for their families do not go away empty handed.   We need
someone who can keep an eye on the food pantry and coordinate restocking it when necessary.    This job wouldn't take
very much time and would be a great help to the church and the people we try to serve.  Please talk to Jody Jones or
Debbie Headley if you're interested.

Tilikum is putting together another spectacular summer program for your children: five days of outdoor adven-
ture and Christian living supervised by carefully trained staff. Biblical teaching through engaging story lessons
are one of the many ways we share the message of God’s love with each camper. We have times of singing and
worship, all on a fun level that kids can easily relate to.Camp Activities
All of the activities at Tilikum cater to the various ages and abilities of our campers.

· Water activities - including swimming, rafting, canoeing, kayaking and our water slide!
· Our famous “Big Swing”
· Archery(grades 3-6)
· Barn and Animals
· Mini-Zipline(5th & 6th grade)
· And much, much, more!

Day Camp Family Night

· Each Thursday night from 6:30 - 8:30
· Families of current day campers are invited to spend an evening at Tilikum.
· An opportunity to participate in some of the activities with the campers and enjoy a short program of

singing, sharing and day camp fun.

TILIKUM DA Y CAMP - JULY

Transportation: Bus will be leaving from the Bauman parking

lot of GFU for  $10.

Cost: $138
For Campers Entering 1st through 6th grades

Limited Scholarships Available

Camp Activities
All of the activities at Tilikum cater to the various ages and abilities of our campers.

· Water activities - including swimming, rafting, canoeing, kayaking and our water slide!



North Valley Friends Church
4020 N. College Street
Newberg, OR  97132

Staff:
Lynn Clouser Holt Education/Spiritual Formation
Leslie Hodgdon Murray Youth
Stan Thornburg Pastoral Ministry
Candise Privatsky  Administrative Assistant

North Valley Friends Church

    North Valley Friends is a Quaker community
of ministers who seek to follow Jesus Christ

faithfully, love each other deeply and continue
His ministry in the world.

Church Office:  (503) 538-5340
Hours
Monday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wednesday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

    Email:    office@northvalleyfriends.org

Schedule of Services:
  Sunday
   9:30 am Sunday School for all ages

9:30 am Unprogrammed Meeting
10:45 am Programmed Meeting

Wednesday
5:45pm Wednesday With Friends

Dinner and Small Groups

THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE  ONLINE  AT WWW.NORTHVALLEYFRIENDS .ORG

NVFC..........www.northvalleyfriends.org
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