INSIDE

North V alle y

A Monthly Publication of North V alley Frlends Church
May 2008

Part Scompion, Part Monk

A cetain monk was paying under a ¢ beside avar. As he payed the tide as coming in and thexer was

rising Then he noticed a s@aon d the oot of the tiee stuggling for life as the sgng vawes tried to dwn

him. The monk stretched out his hand to pull the scorpion to safety but each time his hand came near th
pion tried to sting him. A passerby saw what was going on and said to the monk: “What are you doing? [
know thd it is in the nture of a scopion to sting?*Yes” replied the monk;And it is in ny ndure to sae.

Must | change my nature because the scorpion refuses to ctrdnge his

I’ve beeneading in Jim Smghbook,"Embracing the ke of God” Smith points out th&od does not Mg, but tha
Godislove,and gain tha “we harelove lut Godislove.” Tha profound tuth realy gets béered among Christigns
mary of whom see God’love as conditional — often th@ndition being our obedienda this book, Smith quotes a
prayer by Segen Kiekegaad tha seems helpful in undéanding the nare of Gods love:

You hae loved usifst,O God,alas!We speak oft in tems of history as ifyou loved usifst kut a sing time
raher than thiawithout ceasingYou hae losed us ifst mary times andweryday and our Wwole lie thiough.
When we wake up in the morning and turn our soul toward you - you are there first - you have loved us f
rise at dawn and at that same second turn my soul toward you in prayer, you are there ahead of me, yo
loved me fist. When | withdraw from the distractions of the day and turn my soul toward you, you are the
and thusdrever. And we speak umgefully as ifyou hae loved us ifst only once

Kierkeqaad's viev hee helps usealie tha Gods love cannot be connected to our lwabraor decisions becausethe
time we decide or belig, God has afrag/ loved us Gods love cannot be &dcted lg our behaior because Gad’
naure is loe, Gods whole néure.

Unfortunaely, we onl/ have ekamples ohuman lge from which to extrgpolae our undestanding ofGods love. Tha
males our dbrt to do so tainted with the limtitans of human lge. Conditions sutas “deseed” or “undesered”
inevitably creg into our thinking | John 4:10 tells u8erein is lee,not tha we lore God,but tha God first loved us
by sendingekus as a samd br our sin§ Romans 5:8aminds us'But God demons#tes his wn love for us in this:
While we were still sinnes, Christ dieddr us” Of cousse ve alead know this Still, mary of us ony knaw it intellectu-
ally but not eperientiajl.

If we cary this limiting vie of Gods love into our missionalfefts, we risk shotaging the gry goal we hope to cay

out, tha of fleshing out God'’love in the contd of the world. But,oh! Haw risky it is to let g of our limits and alle
God to love thiough us those people oham we imgine God wiath or dis@proval rests — our enemjésods en-
emiesdecengs enemieshe durch’'s enemiesHow can this posdpbe done without condoning unrighteousness an
or encouraging sinfulness?

If we were to ask Christ directly about how to accomplish such a thing, his answer would be much the same as
to his disciplesho ask Wy they couldrt cast out someew pesk demons “These things come tugh payer and
fasting Oh.

| supposeifst one mist long with all obnes heatrto love in sub a vay. Then pobably the n&t step would be to pay
unceasiny for the gace to lesh sua love out. And last, in the pover of Gods Spiritto seek towsallov every im-

pulse within us that cries out against that love, and by so doing, essentially die to ourselves and our own judgr
order to let it low through us

Like the monkGod will not bang Gods ndure in oder to adpt to our néures dese to put conditions on Gadiove.
Our ndure is to sting Gods is to lee. “Dear God,pleasgtransbrm our néure to conbrm to yours.”

Stan



Seminars

Mirrors of Privilege
A Heart-to-Heart Conversation
Sdurday, May 17,9:00 - 2:00pm
Hosted by the Social Concerns and
Education Committees

This video features the experiences an
stories of White women and men who
are social justice aucdes They hae
worked to gain insight into what it
means, as White people, to challenge
notions of race, racism, culture, and
White identity in development in the
United Sttes Their shagd eflections
speak to the denial, defensiveness, gu
fear, and shame often related to these
isssues, and these responses can be
replaced with solid commitments
towards racial justice.

Although this film explores white
identity development and privilege, it is
designed to be of use for all people -
recardless ofrace creed or gnder

Racism and White privilege have histor
cal and economic context. Its legacy ar
contemporary policies affect everyone.
It functions at the personal, interper-
sonal, institutional and systemic levles
of contempaary society

We will vatch the video and then

en@e in dialgue and jowaling We

want to be clear that this dialogue is nc
about providing quick answers or
solutionsRether, it is intended to
encourage and support the building of
ongoing capacities and skills needed fc
wrestling with tough issues

After this seminaif theee isinterest,we mg contirue our cowersdions during our monthMednesda e/ening
gaherings inuhe duly andAugust.Addressing these issues in a thoughtdylequies bcus and timat is a pocess

Childcae will be aaildle a the dwrch for dhildren aes 4-5th ade a $8/child or a maximm of $24/family. Lundh is

includedRSVP for children is required by May 4th.

Lunch will be available for $3/person. Lunch for children in childcare is included in their fee.



Bruce Bishop and dnah Harkema to Morocco

In a recent senon, Stan hallengd us hout the “legen in the
dough’ Two aspects thatand out to me arthd the lesen is
the Kingdom of God, not me; and that it is already at work.

Jbnah Hakema and Itwo North Valley membes, ae ging to
Morocco to experience this first-hand in an Arab culture. Our
hope is to be open to theys tha Gods kingdom is ag® and
spreading, and to join God in that. My first trip to Morocco fille
me with anxiety as | assumed that the population would be st
in geneal, and angy & Americans speaélly. Since this is e
characterizes the Arabs and Muslims displayed in the media |
in the Stees | expected them all to be thisyw

What | discovered instead, is that God is active within their ct
ture and thg ae a gacioushospitéle peopleeven while God is
still trying to beak though and déare gace anddrgiveness
things ofwhich they do not cultually hare an wareness

So dnah and | & heading to Mocco on Mg 20 to &plore the
leavenings actrity, and to see o we can join inFive GFU
students are joining us for this three week trip of exploration,
relaionship-lilding and disceety. (bnah will onl be g@ne br

12 dgs due to wrk responsibilitiesNorthwest Yealy Meeting
has commissioned Bill and Betty Kelley to live there and be lic
Well hare the oppdunity to see he they ae encountering the
culture and encouraging the Kingdom of God to expand and
grow.

Another aspect of leaven, is that even the smallest bit makes
difference Perhas dnah and | will he an oppdunity, through

a simple corersdion or a smile or a&sponse to someosdios-
pitality to be parof a ripple-dect of Gods actiity. Pray with us
for sakéty and dr Gods leaening actity to be encoaged ly

our presence.

Tuesday, May 13th & 1:00pm

Meredith Mose retired missiongrto Mooccq will be speaking the FiendsWomers
Missionay Fellovship meeting in MaThis meeting will be heltdthe home ofPaula
Benham at 4061 Hayes St. #18 (Springbrook Meadows, the newest addition to the
Friendsview Retirement Community). This will be the last meeting before summgr bi
and meetings wiksume in $gemberPlease contagema Munn ér more inborma-
tion: (503) 538-5292.




Saturday

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2 3
Middle School Service
Retreat May 2-4
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
5:45am Morning Devotions
Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner
6:45pm Business Meeting
Kids Alive 7:00pm Holly Dobbeck’s
6:00pm HS Youth Group Middle Sch Youth Group Bridal Shower
7:00pm Education Comm.
7:00pm Missions Comm.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
5:45am Morning Devotions 8:00am Men's Breakfast
J's Restaurant
Wednesday With Friends 9:00-2:00 Mirrors of
_5:45pm Dinner Privilege Seminar - hosted
6'45pr|]<1i§smAallil\/€roups 7:00pm Fellowship Sub by Social Concerns
Middle Sch Youth Group Committee meeting
6:00pm HS Youth Group 7:00pm _Eellowship Comm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
5:45am Morning Devotions
Wednesday With Friends
5:45pm Dinner
6:45pm Small Groups
6:00pm HS Youth Group Kids Alive
7:00pm Gifts and Leadings Middle Sch Youth Group |7:00pm Social Concerns 6:30pm Holly Dobbeck’s
Meeting at Stan’s house 7:00pm Stewards Comm. (at Chapters) Wedding
25 26 27 28 29

5:45am Morning Devotions

6:00pm Preschool Program

6:00pm HS Youth Group
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You are invited to a
Bridal Shower for Holly Dobbeck

May 9, 2008
7:00pm
North Valley Friends Church

Given by Virginia Giesbrecht
Assisted by

Ann Giesbrecht and Gina Giesbrecht

The Bride and Groom are Registered at Bed
Bath and Beyond

Fclaolly %o.bbgck
bring & recine (46, i reg Giesbrac

Please bring a recipe (4x6 index card)

to shalrtec::]thb(tahe bride. are get In marrle
e waelerns  May 23,6:30pm b
e s 5% North Valley Friel
There Is an"open

for anyone who w

to attend.

MONTHL Y BUSINESS MEETING

This montts kusiness meeting will be on
Wednesdaevening May 7.This will be our last nightif
Wednesdgs with Fiends so please join usrffellovship
and lusiness

MIDDLE SCHOOL SER VICE RETREAT

Friday, May 2nd &6:00pm w will kik off the Midlle Shool sevice
retred & North Valley Fiends The cost is $35 and it wilir thiough
until after warship on Sunda The yuth hae the oppdunity to seve
the local comomity Please see Lesle & pemission slip



Announcements

DID YOU KNOW?

Ruth Headley was accepted into the

Student Leadeship Program a Twin
Rocks this summer! She will be seing
at Twin Rocks for six weeks

Della Anderson, Emily Cropper and
Amy Saxton were chosen by the
Elders to attend Samuel School I, a
high school leadership camp, on
May 23-26.

Congratulations!

On April 26th:

Kim McDonough graduated from

Geoge Fox Unwersity with her Mastsrof
Arts InTeabing and she will be authcrt:

to teab elementar and midle sbool students
Congratulations Kim!

Emily Smith graduged fom Geoge Fox
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Writing and Litesture. She hopes to psue a
caeer in writing or editing

Cindy Espanagraduged fom Geoge Fox
Univeristy with her undergraduate degree in
Intemational Studies

Samh Anderson gradu#ed fom Geoge Fox
University with her undergraduate degree in

Psyhology.

GENNIE HARRIS will be graduating in June
from Oregon State University with her PhD in
Education. Next year she will be the Assistant
Professor of Multicultural Education at Linfield
College.

Birthdays
1st Angela Kantz
2ndGlen Gathercoal
4th Meredithefdhouse
Sarah Kinnunen
5th Amanda McConaur
6thJeremy Baker
8thLiam Lowery
9thEmma Boyd
12tlFinnegan Sanders
14tiKerry Tweet
16tlEmma Libby
17tiPaul Anderson
Tammy DWW
26tIKasey Allison
Joey Hampton
27tIEmily Smith
30tireter Mc&nnon
Anniversaries
20tR0 years since Emi
Smitk’liver transplant
30tibon and Susandh



Summer Camps

Girls Camp
For gils entering 4th-6thrgdes _
ates: June 29th-July 4th, 2008 (3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 1:00pm Friday)
Cost: $261 ($231 if pre-registered by June 13th)

FIN AL CUT-OFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED
AFTER JUNE 23.

Girls _Camf) is all about having fun, learning about God, and just being girls!
Building E_alonShlﬁS is one athe best pas of Girls CampThrough hedsfelt
conversations with your cabin group led by caring counselors, excitheg-
reation games, and insightful Bible teaching, you’ll discover more about who

Jesus is and who you are in Him. BOYS CAMP
(For boys entering 4th-6thraples)
Dates:July 13th-18th, 2008
(3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 7:00pm Frida:
Cost: $261 ($231 if pre-registered by June 27th)

FINAL CUTOFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL
BE ACCEPTED AFTER JULY 7.

Theres an adentue waiting br you @ Boys Camp! Eary
moment of your day will be filled with awesome activities
that boys love like fishing in Spring Lake, building fires on
beat, and Night OwlsLean nev and paverful things laout
God through nightly stories, daily classes and talks with yc

counselar

TWEEN CAMP
(For youth entering 7th-9thrades)
Dates: July 6th-12th, 2008

(3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 10:00am Saturday)
Cost: $282 ($252 if pre-registered by June 20th)

FINAL CUTOFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL
BE ACCEPTED AFTER JUNE 30.

Wha malesTween Camp saxeiting? I8 a full veek
of actvities lile skim boating archery, Human Clue
wave jumping, great food, sand volleyball, hiking trails,

creative exploratories and so much more.

SURFSIDE
(For youth completing 8th-12thragles)
Dates: August 3rd-9th, 2008

(3:00-3:30pm Sunday through 10:00am Saturday)
Cost:$282 ($252 if pre-registered by July 18th)

FINAL CUTOFF: NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE
ACCEPTED AFTER JULY 28.

Surfside is the perfect blend of sun, fun, friends, and meanin
conversation about life and faith. If you are looking for a
chance to deepen your relationship with God, connect with
friends or meet new ones, and have a blast this summer, che

out Surfsidetalwin Rods!



Announcements

PORTLAND TO COAST WALKING TEAM
Hey! Did yu knav North Vallegy has a éttland to Coasteimale walking team@ke ae looking ér 2 altenae female
walkers to join our Chuh Team.Being an altegte means thiaf one of our team membegis unble to valk the ela
you would st@ in. The cost is $81.00 and théedaae August 21st & 22ndping from Portland to Seaside
If you aren't interested in being on the team we are also looking for 3 volunteers willing to work at stations thro
the race/route. This would require one 3 hour shift, as well as training in August.
Finall, we ae also lookingof 2-4 \an drvers to drve our teams &m eah dhedkpoint.
If you are interested please contact Christy Smith (503-538-7096) or Kari Libby (503-537-2066).
Thanks in advance and we look forward to hearing from you!
Christy and Kari

COORDIN ATOR NEEDED FOR EMER GENCY FOOD PANTRY

We need someone to maintain thdralle/'s emeageng food panty. This bod panty is our way of making su tha
people wio shav up & our durch in need ofa w goceriesdr their imilies do not@avay empty handed\We need
someone to can ke an ge on the dod panty and coatinae resto&ing it vhen necessar This job vouldn't tale
very mud time and wuld be agga help to the lsurch and the peopleentry to seve. Please talk t@dy bnes or
Debbie Headley if you're interested.

TILIKUM DA Y CAMP - JULY
Transportation: Bus will be leaving from the Bauman parking
lot of GFU for $10.

Cost: $138 _
For Campes Entering 1st tlough 6th gades

Limited Scholarship&vailable

Tilikum is putting together another spectacular summer program for your children: five days of outdoor adven-
ture and Christianving superised ly caefully trained stdf Biblical tealsing through eraging stoy lessons
are one ofthe mag ways ve shae the mesga of Gods love with ede camperWe hae times ofsinging and
worship all on a fun lel tha kids can eagilelde taCampActivities
All of the activities at Tilikum cater to the various ages and abilities of our campers.

Waer actities - intuding svimming rafting canoeingkayaking and our &er slide!

Our famous “Big Swing”

Archery(grades 3-6)

Barn and Animals

Mini-Zipline(5th & 6th grade)

And much, much, more!
Day Camp Family Night

Each Thursday night from 6:30 - 8:30

Families of current day campers are invited to spend an evening at Tilikum.

An opportunity to participate in some of the activities with the campers and enjoy a short program of
singing, sharing and day camp fun.

CampActivities
All of the activities aTilikum cater to the various ages and abilities of our campers.

Water activities - including swimming, rafting, canoeing, kayaking and our water slide!



North Valley Friends Church Church Office: (503) 538-5340

Hours

Staff: Monday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Lynn Clouser Holt Education/Spiritual Formation Wednesday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Leslie Hodgdon Murray Youth Friday 9:00am-12:00 pm
Stan Thornburg Pastoral Ministry
Candise Privatsky AdministrativeAssistant Email: office@northvalleyfriends.org

NorthValley Friends is a Quaker community Schedule of Services:

of ministers who seek to follow Jesus Christ Sg%%agm Sunday School for all ages

faithfully, love each other deeply and continue 9:30 am Unprogrammed Meeting
His ministry in the world. 10:45 am Programmed Meeting
Wednesday
5:45pm WednesdayVith Friends

NVFC.......... wwwnorthvalleyfriends.a@ Dinner and Small Groups
NWYM........ www.nwiriends.og

THIS NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW .NORTHVALLEYFRIENDS .ORG
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